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trrough them,a transcendental murnwr of aspiration and of a
new confidence is heard, "Sacrificate sacrificatiur justitiae,
et sperate in Domino?

It is under the influence of cone of these emotions, very sel-
dom felt in my age scorched by the dryress of experience,that 1
enter your hospitality and hail the zugust hearths of this hou-
ee, I'ere many generations have gotten through after those pre-
cious veins of the science of society,in which deep branches
the enigma of the probvlems of the human family crgarization
and their conditions of evelutior on the eerth's surface,waits

¢r the incessant miner's work,whichk is not locesened ty the
encressing and ristrng difficulties of the everlasting task,
Eere the nmost notable judges, memteres of Farlisment and sta-
tesmer of yours have provided iliemselves with the first dea-
lings inn the commerce of laws, The jurisdiction,administratior
and the professorship of these vaet and perplex subjects,upon

whick the structure of the atate is settled,hare bhere the avia-

vy ¢f capacities,the laboratory cf solutions,the scheol of sys-
tems, of theories, of refined truths and of gquesticns eubmitted
to investigation, A1l the intellectual progress of your coun=
try has transited,cduring its elaboraticn,expansion,censolida-

tion and fructificaticn,through these rcems,thr
ches, through theaaaPFprggcr'; chairs,whiclh the lustre of glo-
rious vears dres:zes with that holiress with which the verdi-

grig of time renders celebrated the anglient bronzes

All these images, the shadows of these traditions,the helj
cf these remeumbrances glorified by the admiration and grati- .
tude of the contemperaries,ull of them now eummcned up by the
patriotic dates and ¥ty the liberal July records,ycu would think

6

1t was under similar circumstances that I got to know the
Argentinian regions in 1893. "You dejé mi pais",said he later
on,"yo dejé mi pais en busca de la libertud de atacar la poli-
tica de su gobiernc,quando ese gobiernc castigaba el ejercicio
de toda libvertad,ccmo crimen de traigon & la patria". For him
it was not sufficiebt,as it was for others,"el deseo de ser
livre" He had not,regarding freedom,this kind of "platonic lo-
ve", He loved it in®nateriel end matter of fact way. "I love
it to possess it",he added,"La amo para poseerla.,.Pero no hay
mas que un modo de poseer su libertad,y ese consiste en poseer
la seguridad completa de £i mismé, Libertad que nc es seguri=-
dad no es garantia,es un escollo”,

That ie how it was defined in Englend,United States,and the
Argentinian wit enterpreted through oéne of its best thinker's
work,used already to define it no other way,"La civilizaclion
politica es la libertad,.Pero la libertad...no es otra cosa
wue la seguridad;la seguridad de la vida,de la persona,de la
fortuna. Ser civilizado para un sajon de raza,es ser libre,
Ser libre es estar seguro de nao ser atacado en su persona,en
su vida,en su bienes,por tener opinones desagradables al go-
bierno, La libertad gue no significa eso,es una libertad de
comedia, la primera y ultima palabra ce la civilizacion es la
seguridad individual",

All civilization,thereby,is contained in freedom,all free-
dom in the safety of individual rights. Freedom and lawful sae
fety are equivalent terms which can te substituted one for the
other. The sociual state that does not ground on thies truth is
an oppressive social state:the oppression of majorities against
minorities,or that of minorities against majorities,two ex-

pressions substancially sisters of tyranny,btoth i1lligitimate,
publics ir thir Continent

absurd and barbarieing. The Latin Re

5
kindness and with the invercible surety c¢f not having any

with which he micht know how to wislk it t

&

ck,pasged cver its
threshcld, The long and bright tleories 6f your ifmmortals,their
leng retinue of laureates,unfolding to our eyes the history

of the Argentiniar intellectumlity, haes tewildered und mixed

up with the splendour cof this festivity, But my intericr eye
P J J

4 N -

gigkt atill discerns them here zssembled,envelving the noisy

alive multitude on the dum crowd of the rewvived,ard guerying,
Tith tneir penetrating curjesity,the rashnese ¢f the strurge:
hées not had the discretion of refusing your eall, Why should

tle foreigner,the unknown,the incompetent come here?

He has come, gzentlemen,to bYring to the sovereingty of the
Argentinian greatnesc,the tritute of otedience cf u free heort,
whick I do not know whether owes nore to you to dey in the hce-
nours of this solemnity,as you receive me like my Goverrnme:t
and my Yation messenger,or twenty three years ago,when you did
not refuee to the expatriated the asylur of gour hespitality,
the shelter of your laws,tl aﬁrety of your shield,

Erom Colony to Independence

It was then that tre readings in my exile led my starti
the wvolumes of your Alberdi,the firest suthot of yours who set
me in comnecticn with the Argentinian libveral thoughts,and who
despite hid anti-Erazilien preventions,l zdmire more and mcre,
and up to this day I regard as one of the most select i:telli-
gencee in the American literature,The learned "Tucumarer" one

of tke glories of Buenus Aires ancient University,in the second

ced twice the scrrow of a refu

rights,

that divorse from their more or less free Costituticns,and
sink themselves ir savagery,will not owe this unforturate luck
but to the disgrace of despizinsz and not practising this very
eimple rudiment of constitutional philosdéphy.

Forgotten or abolished this elementary principle,the govern-
ments,devoted, trhough their chgrters,to the republican system,
but really grounded on intolerance,shall fall immediately in-
to this peculier state of chronicle epilepsy,whicl phenomine
Mr, Lucas Ayagarray described with Tacitus'! bri.khtness in his
boock-"La Anarquia Argentina y el Caudi lismo"-and one of your
greatest historinas lir., Vicente lLopez,characterized ir proper
words,when he treats,in his great "Historia de la Republica
Argentina”of "el descenso fatal del organismo politico hacia
la tirania absoluta",

The gpanish domination had mot fitted the peoples,like the
British Colonization of North America did, for the regime of
liverty, From the absolute submission to rudimentary forms of
passive obeyance,they could not get at the sel-government on
the system of people for people,without sorrowful trunsitions,
The seed cultivated by the truculent despotism of the alsolute
kings logically beggot thc despotism of the rude dohineering
leaders, lence this "barbarian poem" of servility and disorder,
this"cyclopic subversion",the "gauchocracy"(gaucho's rule), tiat
practise anarchy to mendicity,encourage cruelty to delyrium,
make mob commotion and bring forth the domineering leader,
dye the history of the pampas with bloud,and, with a savage
military superstition,with the customs of a cruel partizanship,
divide society into excecutioners and outlaws,classify the ci=-
tizens {n patriotics and traitors,enthrone up in the power the

blood-thirsty dominmering ones,and desert the country wish
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cultured wits,arising with them the cxilo.whge,amidat dazzling
constellations,shine your first rate stars:the Sarmientos, the
Alberdis,the Rivadavias,the Tejedores,the Lopez,the Mitree,
the Varelas,the Canes,the Escheverrias,the lavalles,the Gutier-
res,the Indartes,the Irigoyens,and so,so0 many otherc,where the
brightest rays of the Argentinian intelligence are concentra-
ted,and whence they spread themeelves off,

All those who do not enlist in this cruel and plundering de-
magory are out of the"laws protection",ara“egregioua eriminals",
have"infamous feelings",are taken for the"vilest beings in so-
ciety",make up the class of the"filthy and the savage ones? In
virulent literature,which is eent forth by these cisaatrous pa-
radoxims, the plethora of the brother-killing hatred introduces
this monstrous voca’culary.w}ﬁ'e each outrage reflects out the

darkest passions of misuse of power, encouraged with omniform

faculties,with tumultuary dictatoership,with grottesque plebiscite,

in which the unanimity of votes collected by Terror,crowns the
"law restorers",and the betraying decrees,that strike the novulest
representatives of the just arising but already alive,spreading
and brightening juridical culture.

These unrelatable dark and accursed days, for Argentine's hap-
piress,go by already far away. For her they have passad away,
though have not done so in other regicns of this Continent.There
were rapublics,just twenty years ago,under the "South Cross",

where the political outcasts were branded in threir destiny with
the stigma of treachery,emirating from official utterances just
to tarnish abroad tlie persecuted ones,
ArgenEiEE"EEﬂEE:EEZ

You have,however, Long &ago consolidated your civilization,Twen-

ty five years,at least,of steady goverment,incessant order and

10
two emancipating movements,how much more difficult it was that
of River Plate United Provirnces,in the commencement of the 19th
century,to that of United States of North America,in the second
quarter of the eighteenth century, The Xortlh Americans pleaded
for rights,in which possession they had beer since the settlement,
while the Argentinians entered a revolution to have rights to whi-
ch they aspired and had never had., The puritans who pecpled the
North American Coclonies brought over there,along with them,the
British civilizing institutions, But the Spaniards who took up the
River Plate regione were conquerers of territories,which they held
, bending themselves to the arms law. In the Charters granted by
the English Crown to the North American Colonies there were real
comstitutions, that extended to the emigrants all freedom secured
in their mother-land, The Spanish Colonies were but factor's esta-
blishmente discretionall ruled by vice-roys in the name of the
Buropean Sovereign, When rid from the lMetropdle,the British Domi -
nions were already self-governed entities,politically provided wi-
th republican representative governments, The Argentinians upon
breaking their colonial bonds did not find anything else in the
heap with which they entefd the self-ruling life but the Spanish
centralization traditions,the laws of Indies,and a rudimental out-
line of township in the "cabildos"of the cities, Up there all the
local power raised from the people,whose polls elected their go-
verners. Here the ruled ones had no individual or collective vote
on the choice of their rulers, Up there,to raise up a nation,it #
was sufiicient the states combining together and resigning a very
small fraction of their sovereignty. Here everything relating to
local,provincial and national inatitutions,which the Republic pro-
ducing a popular"fiat",summoned from a chaos and improvised from

nothing,was to be done,

L AR
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uninterrupted progresse, have released you for ever from the re-
falls into the anarchy evil, A vast developnent of wealth,the
collections of work in the prosperity,an abundant transfusicn
of the European blood,a civiem educated on the test exemplaries
of conservative liberty,great refcrmations picked out with is-
cretion,loyally adopted and honestly practised,have released
the traces of the ancient ailments fro: your robust crganism,
fated fcr & giant growth,have secured you a definitive reputa-
tion in the world,and have made out of the Argentinian Repubtlic
oneO{he contemporary civilization centers,a nation whose envysa=-
ble progress can be shortened in a word-saying that Argzentine
is an organised country,

Whenever a situaticn like thies is secured and settled,you
can turn your mird back to the gone by bad days witk tranquil-
lity and pride, Neither the American sky,nor the race or the
territory can answer for those tad days. The ultramari.e opres-
sion,the colonizaticn and the conquest influences are the ones
responsakle for tl.em, Saturated with a monastic,despotic,supers
titicus and servile education,the people-founders cf these lands,
implanted in them,with the original s=in of their cffspring the
attav:em of absoluticm vices,entrailed for centuries in the or-
ganism of the Iberien people,vices whose malignancy culminatec
under the lidday Demon and his degenerated after-comers, Like-

. Barthlomew
wlsce to i

Ly

lfitre,it see: 8 tc me that"ningun pueblo se hu-

biese gobernado mejor a si mismo en las condicicnes en que se
encontranon las colconias hispeanc-gmericanas,al emunciparse y fun-
dar la Repubtlica,que estaba en esu genialidad pero no en sus an-
tecedentes y costumbres,"

Mr, Louls Varela,in his notable"Historis Constitucional de

the
la Republica Argentina,demcnstrated with differe :
p g g ra ,with difference

-

tetweer tle
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It was nut strange,therefore,that men of a clear vision would
fear the work that was to be unddertaker,and that Dr, lanuel Cas-
tro,vefore the meeting of Tucuman Congress,expressed his fears
saying:" Demcs que se organice la mas tella Constitucion Fedearal
que han conocido los Bstados , Qual serd sera el genic,que acierte
en ponerla en ejecucion? Momento pelizrodo;el tiempo resolvera es-
ta gran question.”

The quecstion figlshedup in the course of time. But it was t
solved by anybody's genius, The miracle of solving it velongs
to the Argentinian people's wit, I t was their democratic inctinc
their powerful qualities of assimilation,their natural character
of familiarizing with free institutions,that led your total and
absolute entrance into the really emancipated nations consent .

Historical abridgement of the Argentinian independence

When the revolutionary dramc broke sut ,on the vast scenery
of Latin America,along with the insurrections which broke out
from River Plate to Chili,from Venezuela to Mexico,on a general
impelling force that comprises all the Spanish Colonies, the hou-
se of Ferdinand 7th and Charles «4th,desthroned in 1808 by Napolecv-
nic invasion,sees that Count Aranda's forebodings were u fact,.
This nobleman in 1783 already advised his Sovereign to give vo-
luntarily up the hold of his "professions"in the two Americas,
establishing down there three distinct kingduxﬁuyon which the sha-
dow of the old European Monarchy,raised to imperial disnity,shoulud
be extended.

The celebrated statesman,on a stroke of wonderful long-sighted-
ness,annodﬁed since that epoch the separation of international
estates,that Castella Crown thought submitted to its ownerahiﬁ

by an unbihdable dependence, The separation of the North American

Colonies did not diminish their confidence i.n the vassalage of
those of their own, But the Counsellor President of ladrid
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Government,on the contrary,undersganding the importance of that
lesson,tried to persuade the Spanish Throne., "Acabamosysaid he,

“acabamos de reconocer una nueva potencia,en un pais en gue no exis
te ninguna otra en estado de cortar su vuelo, Esta Republica Fe-
deral nacid pigmea, llegaré un dia en jue cresca y se torne un
gigante y un coloso en gquellas regiones, Dentro de pocos anos
veremos con verdadero dolor la existancia de ese coloso, Su pri-
mer paso quando haya lograde exgrandecimiento,aerd apoderarse de
la Florida y dominar el golfo del Mejico, Estds temores san muy
fundados,y deben realisarse dentor de pocos anos,si no presenciar-

mos otra comociones mas funestas en nuestras Anericas,"

€ Tl gy = s
The orowned forheads do not use to listen to warnings like these.

Charles 3@ did not take heed of his long-sighted counsellor, And
on. the track of the' North American revolution there came the Fren-

ch Revolution,and on that of 1789 followed the liapoleonic deluge,

cr

in whose torments sinke the house of Bourbon,in Spain, The Washire-

ton and Paris sparks would soon crackle in the Plate's air, The
souls embued,through the works of loreno and Belgrano,with the
French philosophy of the 18th century,agitate themselves excitedly
and tne happeningd fly clamourously up in a fast rus towards the
arrival of this nationality,since 1806 ,when,with the recongquest

f Buenos Agres,witk the Cabildo Albierto from Plaza Mayor,and
wit® the victorious entry of Linier,the first appearance of the
Argentinian people was noticed,until 1816,when Tucuman Assembly
announces definitively the nitional emancipation,

On the 10th of February of 1807,a Board of lotables determi-

ned the suspension of the vice-roy znd the seizure of nis papers,

That is what yout historians reasonably call the first triumph

of the sovereing people. From the second to the fifth of july,

o

1ie City is struggled for, The British

—

the charge and defence of t
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republic with the Organic Regulation of the 22d of October,its
first constitution,whose ardinances,in their majority,oreced
those of the present constitution, That is where the nation is
baptized with the name of United Provinces., In this primitive
document of your constitutional sxistence,the declaraticn of war,
the performing of work,the tax-levying of the country,tie esta-
blishing of tribunals and public officed,the inviolability of
members of Parliament,the legal responsability of the executive
power,the independence of the judicial one and the individual
garanties,are already preserved to the legislative power;and a-
mongst these,the greatest of allythat of "habeas-corpus",which
amongst us in Brazil nas gotten the greatest development,but diad
not nationalize with the Brazilian legislation but twenty one
yeaps after it was consagrated in your first scheme of constitu-
tion,

The slavery traffic

A few months later,in April of 1812,a Government act closes
the territory of the country to the human flesh traffic;"Se pro=-
hibe absolutamente la intriduccion de expediciones de esclavos
en el territotio de las Provincias Unidas", That is the great
humanitarian aspiration,which Brazil could only carry out fifty
two and United States thirty years later on,through one of the
moe* wondé€ful civil wars that have ever stained the world with
blood,

Fourty eight years after the act of 1812,the Argentinian Consy
titution stated:"There are no slaves in the Argentinian Nation;
the ones existéng shall be freed since the oath of this Cons$i-
tution,"® At that time United States had not yet succede in at-
taining this conquest,which,precisely in that epoch,was on the

eve of originating the tremendous internal revolution,that,during

a luster menaced to dissolve the North American Unkon,and Brazil

.
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sea and land forces surrender,embark,leave River Plate, "Buenos

Ayres",said Don Cornelio de Saavedra, "Buenos Ayres con sus 50108

(& ]

kijos y sus vecindarios, hizo esta memorable defensa,y se cubriéd
de gloria",

The revolution of 1lst of January of 1809,disbanding th Spanish
forces, surrendered to the popular militia,secures for them ano-
ther great step on the way to independcnce, This victory of Bue-
nos Ayres arms made way for the next year revolution., That of
1810, started on May 20th,can be accounted as actually carried
out on the 22d,when the Cabildo Albierto,that was naemed General
Congress,puts down the Spanish legal powers, The general feeling
then can already bve declared in the remarkable phrase of lioreno:
"La Espana ha caducado en America",

Two days afterwards a momentary reaction fies to establislh
the king's laws again, But on the same day,at night,the city peo-
ple,free from restraint,agita‘e threateningly in the gtreets; and
at the next day dawn,the popular masses burst the colonial submis-
sion chains,announcing,upon the election of the Ruling Junta,
the constitution of the first Goverument set up *0 rule the Uni=
ted Proviices of River Plate,

It is the revolution of May 25th that makes the Vice=Kinzdon
in Beunos Ayres to expire. The other towns and villages on the
invitation of the latter help it sending their deputies to the
organization 6f a federal government,of an executive power,ecti-
tlished in December of 1810,in which the outline of a federation,
of the representative system and of the republican form is made,
wxiéh oth:r deeds of the great revolution would not take long
to develop,conclude and solidify,

In the two following years the redeeming and organizing agi-

tation increases, In 1811 the Ruling Board supplies the arisdinc

b e e
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cculd only carry into effect twenty seven years afterwards,

A parallel,

Commenting this parallel,I wrote seven years ago,in the Brazi-
lizn press:"Had Brazil impressed the same christian principle
upon the angular stone of her independence and of her political
organization, the course of our civilization,tne swiftness of our
progress, the nature of our character,would be otherwise," Unfor-

tunately the lot preserved for us by the original inconsequence

iy

of the authors of our emancipation,was pretty diverse. Qur future
historinas will not be able to say,as the historian of her inde=-
penaence said twelve yaers ago,with refence to Argentine Republig
that slavery,as an institution,uffected very little the economi-
cal and moral conditions of the arising society. TFar from that,
amongst us,on the contrary,all the chain of our history counnects
with the iron ring of the African slavery. Fence the biggest con-

rast between men and nature,which tarnish our reputation and
humble our forhead before the foreigners, During three genera-
tions we had been free,prosperous and rich at the cost of our
fellow-creature's oppression, We are going to-day through the
great expiation that shall never fail,shall never forgive the his
torucal attempts,the capital crimes against humankind., The cora-
pse of the yesterday defunct slavery is in decomposition amongst
us,poisoﬁing our souls,our ideas,our institutions with its cade-
verous miasm, Threfore we fail to have im men's aspect and in
that of things,that luster,that elegance,that brightness of the
European civilization, These stigmas are tenacious and do not
deceive, They represent the Divine Justice,from whose sentences,
both people and individuals do not ransome themselves but by un-
dergoing endurance,

What we owe to the Argentinian contact fot the extirpation of

this cancer; did not pass unperceived by our gratitude,
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